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Language Education is Huge



   

Existing resources too 
small / inflexible



   



   



   



   

“items and materials contained in or displayed on 
NYC.gov ... are the property of the City of New York. 
All rights are reserved.”



   

We believe real change 
comes from the community.



   

Every community needs a good tool



   

Challenges:



   

Reusable elements



   

Consensus impossible



   

Trust issues
or

“Vandalism you can't understand”



   
“My hovercraft is full of eels.”



   

We needed something new



   

Ductus



   

– Eben Moglen's metaphorical 
corollary to Faraday's law of induction

“[I]f you wrap the Internet 
around every person on the 
planet and spin the planet, 
software flows in the network.”



   

structured wiki



   

structured wiki



   

Division of labor



   

Lessons can match text and pictures



   



   



   

Flashcard

Current lesson revision
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Lessons can also match text
with other text.



   

Or you can re­mix a whole podcast



   

Full 5 Minute podcast 
broken into sentences



   

Only ~8 seconds of 
Native language audio



   

Ductus



   

Traveling the world.



   

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jdsmith1021/5791890566/



   

NYPL



   

NYPL for English!



   

New lesson types



   

Combining efforts



   

[Wiki problems]



   

Discoverability



   

Intro to Japanese, on English wiki page



   

Intro to Japanese, on Japanese wiki page



   

Flow



   

Quality control



   



   

Lowering the barrier



   



   

What's next?



   

Community



   

Funding
Nonprofit looking for
grants, 
donations, 
kickstarter ideas.



   

Fitting in your pocket



   

Cellphones are easier to find 
than clean water.



   
Kathputli Colony slum outside of New Delhi



   

“Although people have spent billions of 
dollars putting computers into U.S. 
schools, it has resulted in little change in 
how students learn.”

­ Clayton Christiansen et al, “Disrupting Class”



   

Wi­Fi Turns Rowdy Bus Into Rolling Study Hall 

­ New York Times, Feb 12, 2012



   

Thank you!



  

These slides are available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike (CC-BY-SA) 3.0 
License.  Some images included in this presentation are copyrighted by others. We believe our use 
of these images is fair use under United States copyright law; however, we suggest removing these 
images if you redistribute these slides under CC BY-SA 3.0.


